
COLCHESTER	AND	THE	ENGLISH	CIVIL	WAR	

A	Diary:	Or,	An	Account	Of	The	Siege	And	Blockade	Of	Colchester,	A.D.	1648.		

On	the	4th	of	June	1648,	we	were	alarmed	in	the	town	of	Colchester	that	the	Lord	Goring,	the	Lord	Capel,	
and	a	body	of	two	thousand	of	the	loyal	party,	who	had	been	in	arms	in	Kent,	having	leB	a	great	body	of	an	
army	 in	possession	of	Rochester	Bridge,	where	they	resolved	to	fight	the	Lord	Fairfax	and	the	Parliament	
army,	had	given	the	said	General	Fairfax	the	slip,	and	having	passed	the	Thames	at	Greenwich,	were	come	
to	 StraKord,	 and	were	 advancing	 this	way;	 upon	which	news,	 Sir	 Charles	 Lucas,	 Sir	George	 Lisle,	 Colonel	
Cook,	and	several	gentlemen	of	the	loyal	army,	and	all	that	had	commissions	from	the	king,	with	a	gallant	
appearance	of	gentlemen	volunteers,	drew	together	from	all	parts	of	the	country	to	join	with	them.	

The	 8th,	we	were	 further	 informed	 that	 they	were	 advanced	 to	 Chelmsford,	 to	New	Hall	 House,	 and	 to	
Witham;	 and	 the	9th	 some	of	 the	horse	 arrived	 in	 the	 town,	 taking	possession	of	 the	 gates,	 and	having	
engineers	with	 them,	 told	us	 that	General	Goring	had	 resolved	 to	make	 this	 town	his	headquarters,	 and	
would	cause	it	to	be	well	forUfied.	They	also	caused	the	drums	to	beat	for	volunteers;	and	a	good	number	
of	the	poor	bay-weavers,	and	such-like	people,	wanUng	employment,	enlisted;	so	that	they	completed	Sir	
Charles	Lucas's	regiment,	which	was	but	thin,	to	near	eight	hundred	men.		

On	 the	 10th	we	 had	 news	 that	 the	 Lord	 Fairfax,	 having	 beaten	 the	 Royalists	 at	Maidstone,	 and	 retaken	
Rochester,	had	passed	the	Thames	at	Gravesend,	though	with	great	difficulty,	and	with	some	loss,	and	was	
come	to	Horndon-on-the-Hill,	in	order	to	gain	Colchester	before	the	Royalists;	but	that	hearing	Sir	Charles	
Lucas	 had	 prevented	 him,	 had	 ordered	 his	 rendezvous	 at	 Billericay,	 and	 intended	 to	 possess	 the	 pass	 at	
Malden	on	 the	11th,	where	Sir	Thomas	Honnywood,	with	 the	county-trained	bands,	was	 to	be	 the	same	
day.	

The	same	evening	the	Lord	Goring,	with	all	his	forces,	making	about	five	thousand	six	hundred	men,	horse	
and	 foot,	came	to	Colchester,	and	encamping	without	 the	suburbs,	under	command	of	 the	cannon	of	St.	
Mary's	fort,	made	disposiUon	to	fight	the	Parliament	forces	if	they	came	up.	The	12th,	the	Lord	Goring	came	
into	 Colchester,	 viewed	 the	 fort	 in	 St.	 Mary's	 churchyard,	 ordered	more	 cannon	 to	 be	 planted	 upon	 it,	
posted	two	regiments	in	the	suburbs	without	the	head	gate,	let	the	town	know	he	would	take	them	into	his	
Majesty's	 protecUon,	 and	 that	 he	 would	 fight	 the	 enemy	 in	 that	 situaUon.	 The	 same	 evening	 the	 Lord	
Fairfax,	with	a	strong	party	of	one	thousand	horse,	came	to	Lexden,	at	two	small	miles'	distance,	expecUng	
the	rest	of	his	army	there	the	same	night.		

The	Lord	Goring	brought	 in	prisoners	the	same	day,	Sir	William	Masham,	and	several	other	gentlemen	of	
the	 county,	 who	 were	 secured	 under	 a	 strong	 guard;	 which	 the	 Parliament	 hearing,	 ordered	 twenty	
prisoners	of	the	royal	party	to	be	singled	out,	declaring,	that	they	should	be	used	in	the	same	manner	as	
the	Lord	Goring	used	Sir	William	Masham,	and	the	gentlemen	prisoners	with	him.		

On	the	13th,	early	in	the	morning,	our	spies	brought	intelligence	that	the	Lord	Fairfax,	all	his	forces	being	
come	up	to	him,	was	making	disposiUons	for	a	march,	resolving	to	a^ack	the	Royalists	in	their	camp;	upon	
which,	the	Lord	Goring	drew	all	his	forces	together,	resolving	to	fight.	The	engineers	had	offered	the	night	
before	to	entrench	his	camp,	and	to	draw	a	line	round	it	in	one	night's	Ume,	but	his	lordship	declined	it,	and	
now	there	was	no	Ume	for	it;	whereupon	the	general,	Lord	Goring,	drew	up	his	army	in	order	of	ba^le	on	
both	sides	the	road,	the	horse	in	the	open	fields	on	the	wings;	the	foot	were	drawn	up,	one	regiment	in	the	
road,	one	regiment	on	each	side,	and	two	regiments	for	reserve	in	the	suburb,	just	at	the	entrance	of	the	
town,	with	a	regiment	of	volunteers	advanced	as	a	forlorn	hope,	and	a	regiment	of	horse	at	the	head-gate,	
ready	to	support	the	reserve,	as	occasion	should	require.	About	nine	in	the	morning	we	heard	the	enemy's	
drums	beat	a	march,	and	in	half	an	hour	more	their	first	troops	appeared	on	the	higher	grounds	towards	
Lexden.	 Immediately	 the	 cannon	 from	 St.	 Mary's	 fired	 upon	 them,	 and	 put	 some	 troops	 of	 horse	 into	
confusion,	doing	great	execuUon,	which,	they	not	being	able	to	shun	it,	made	them	quicken	their	pace,	fall	
on,	when	our	cannon	were	obliged	to	cease	firing,	lest	we	should	hurt	our	own	troops	as	well	as	the	enemy.	
Soon	aBer,	their	foot	appeared,	and	our	cannon	saluted	them	in	like	manner,	and	killed	them	a	great	many	
men.		
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By	 this,	 however,	 those	 regiments	 of	 reserve	 were	 brought	 at	 last	 to	
sustain	the	efforts	of	the	enemy's	whole	army,	Ull	being	overpowered	by	
numbers	they	were	put	into	disorder,	and	forced	to	get	into	the	town	in	
the	 best	 manner	 they	 could;	 by	 which	means	 near	 two	 hundred	men	
were	 killed	 or	made	 prisoners.	 Encouraged	 by	 this	 success	 the	 enemy	
pushed	on,	supposing	they	should	enter	the	town	pell-mell	with	the	rest;	
nor	did	the	Royalists	hinder	them,	but	let	good	part	of	Barkstead's	own	
regiment	enter	 the	head-gate;	but	 then	 sallying	 from	St.	Mary's	with	a	
choice	 body	 of	 foot	 on	 their	 leB,	 and	 the	 horse	 rallying	 in	 the	 High	
Street,	and	charging	them	again	in	the	front,	they	were	driven	back	quite	
into	 the	 street	 of	 the	 suburb,	 and	 most	 of	 those	 that	 had	 so	 rashly	
entered	were	cut	in	pieces.		

	 		 	 	 	 	 				Sir	William	Campion	

Thus	 they	 were	 repulsed	 at	 the	 south	 entrance	 into	 the	 town;	 and	
though	they	a^empted	to	storm	three	Umes	aBer	that	with	great	resoluUon,	yet	they	were	as	oBen	beaten	
back,	and	that	with	great	havoc	of	their	men;	and	the	cannon	from	the	fort	all	the	while	did	execuUon	upon	
those	who	 stood	drawn	up	 to	 support	 them;	 so	 that	at	 last,	 seeing	no	good	 to	be	done,	 they	 retreated,	
having	small	joy	of	their	pretended	victory.	

They	lost	in	this	acUon,	Colonel	Needham,	who	commanded	a	regiment	called	the	Tower	Guards,	and	who	
fought	very	desperately;	Captain	Cox,	an	old	experienced	horse	officer,	and	several	other	officers	of	note,	
with	a	great	many	private	men,	though,	as	they	had	the	field,	they	concealed	their	number,	giving	out	that	
they	lost	but	a	hundred,	when	we	were	assured	they	lost	near	a	thousand	men	besides	the	wounded.	They	
took	some	of	our	men	prisoners,	occasioned	by	the	regiment	of	Colonel	Farr,	and	two	more	sustaining	the	
shock	 of	 their	whole	 army,	 to	 secure	 the	 retreat	 of	 the	main	 body,	 as	 above.	 The	 14th,	 the	 Lord	 Fairfax	
finding	he	was	not	able	to	carry	the	town	by	storm,	without	the	formality	of	a	siege,	took	his	headquarters	
at	Lexden,	and	sent	to	London	and	to	Suffolk	for	more	forces;	also	he	ordered	the	trained	bands	to	be	raised	
and	 posted	 on	 the	 roads	 to	 prevent	 succours.	 Notwithstanding	 which,	 divers	 gentlemen,	 with	 some	
assistance	of	men	and	arms,	found	means	to	get	into	the	town.	The	very	same	night	they	began	to	break	
ground,	and	parUcularly	to	raise	a	fort	between	Colchester	and	Lexden,	to	cover	the	general's	quarter	from	
the	sallies	from	the	town;	for	the	Royalists	having	a	good	body	of	horse,	gave	them	no	rest,	but	scoured	the	
fields	every	day,	and	falling	all	that	were	found	straggling	from	their	posts,	and	by	this	means	killed	a	great	
many.	

The	17th,	Sir	Charles	Lucas	having	been	out	with	1,200	horse,	and	detaching	parUes	 toward	 the	seaside,	
and	 towards	Harwich,	 they	 brought	 in	 a	 very	 great	 quanUty	 of	 provisions,	 and	 abundance	 of	 sheep	 and	
black	 ca^le	 sufficient	 for	 the	 supply	of	 the	 town	 for	 a	 considerable	Ume;	 and	had	not	 the	 Suffolk	 forces	
advanced	 over	 Cataway	 Bridge	 to	 prevent	 it,	 a	 larger	 supply	 had	 been	 brought	 in	 that	 way;	 for	 now	 it	
appeared	plainly	 that	 the	 Lord	Fairfax	finding	 the	garrison	 strong	and	 resolute,	 and	 that	he	was	not	 in	a	
condiUon	to	reduce	them	by	force,	at	least	without	the	loss	of	much	blood,	had	resolved	to	turn	his	siege	
into	 a	 blockade,	 and	 reduce	 them	 by	 hunger;	 their	 troops	 being	 also	 wanted	 to	 oppose	 several	 other	
parUes,	who	had,	in	several	parts	of	the	kingdom,	taken	arms	for	the	king's	cause.		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thomas	Fairfax	

This	same	day	General	Fairfax	sent	 in	a	trumpet	to	propose	exchanging	
prisoners,	which	the	Lord	Goring	rejected,	expecUng	a	reinforcement	of	
troops,	which	were	actually	coming	to	him,	and	were	to	be	at	Linton	in	
Cambridgeshire	 as	 the	 next	 day.	 The	 same	 day	 two	 ships	 brought	 in	 a	
quanUty	of	corn	and	provisions	and	fiBy-six	men	from	the	shore	of	Kent	
with	 several	gentlemen,	who	all	 landed	and	came	up	 to	 the	 town,	and	
the	greatest	part	of	the	corn	was	with	the	utmost	applicaUon	unloaded	
the	same	night	into	some	hoys,	which	brought	it	up	to	the	Hythe,	being	
apprehensive	of	the	Parliament's	ships	which	lay	at	Harwich,	who	having	
intelligence	of	 the	said	ships,	came	the	next	day	 into	 the	mouth	of	 the	
river,	and	 took	 the	said	 two	ships	and	what	corn	was	 leB	 in	 them.	The	
besieged	 sent	 out	 a	 party	 to	 help	 the	 ships,	 but	 having	 no	 boats	 they	
could	not	assist	them.		
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18th	June	1648.	Sir	Charles	Lucas	sent	an	answer	about	exchange	of	
prisoners,	 accepUng	 the	 condiUons	 offered,	 but	 the	 Parliament's	
general	returned	that	he	would	not	treat	with	Sir	Charles,	for	that	
he	 (Sir	Charles)	being	his	prisoner	upon	his	parole	of	honour,	and	
having	appeared	in	arms	contrary	to	the	rules	of	war,	had	forfeited	
his	honour	and	faith,	and	was	not	capable	of	command	or	trust	in	
marUal	 affairs.	 To	 this	 Sir	 Charles	 sent	 back	 an	 answer,	 and	 his	
excuse	 for	 his	 breach	 of	 his	 parole,	 but	 it	 was	 not	 accepted,	 nor	
would	the	Lord	Fairfax	enter	upon	any	treaty	with	him.	Upon	this	
second	 message	 Sir	 William	 Masham	 and	 the	 Parliament	
Commi^ee	and	other	gentlemen,	who	were	prisoners	in	the	town,	
sent	 a	 message	 in	 wriUng	 under	 their	 hands	 to	 the	 Lord	 Fairfax,	
entreaUng	him	to	enter	into	a	treaty	for	peace;	but	the	Lord	Fairfax	
returned,	he	could	take	no	noUce	of	their	request,	as	supposing	it	
forced	 from	 them	 under	 restraint;	 but	 that	 if	 the	 Lord	 Goring	
desired	 peace,	 he	 might	 write	 to	 the	 Parliament,	 and	 he	 would	
cause	 his	 messenger	 to	 have	 a	 safe	 conduct	 to	 carry	 his	 le^er.	
There	was	a	paper	sent	enclosed	in	this	paper,	signed	Capel,	Norwich,	Charles	Lucas,	but	to	that	the	general	
would	return	no	answer,	because	it	was	signed	by	Sir	Charles	for	the	reasons	above.		

All	 this	while	 the	 Lord	Goring,	finding	 the	enemy	 strengthening	 themselves,	 gave	order	 for	 forUfying	 the	
town,	and	drawing	 lines	 in	 several	places	 to	secure	 the	entrance,	as	parUcularly	without	 the	east	bridge,	
and	without	the	north	gate	and	bridge,	and	to	plant	more	cannon	upon	the	works;	to	which	end	some	great	
guns	were	brought	in	from	some	ships	at	Wivenhoe.	The	same	day,	our	men	sallied	out	in	three	places,	and	
a^acked	the	besiegers,	first	at	their	port,	called	Essex,	then	at	their	new	works,	on	the	south	of	the	town;	a	
third	party	sallying	at	the	east	bridge,	brought	in	some	booty	from	the	Suffolk	troops,	having	killed	several	
of	their	stragglers	on	the	Harwich	road.	They	also	took	a	lieutenant	of	horse	prisoner,	and	brought	him	into	
the	town.			

19th	 June	 1648.	 This	 day	we	 had	 the	 unwelcome	 news	 that	 our	 friends	 at	 Linton	were	 defeated	 by	 the	
enemy,	and	Major	Muschamp,	a	loyal	gentleman,	killed.	The	same	night,	our	men	gave	the	enemy	alarm	at	
their	new	Essex	fort,	and	thereby	drew	them	out	as	if	they	would	fight,	Ull	they	brought	them	within	reach	
of	the	cannon	of	St.	Mary's,	and	then	our	men	reUring,	the	great	guns	let	fly	among	them,	and	made	them	
run.	Our	men	shouted	aBer	them.	Several	of	them	were	killed	on	this	occasion,	one	shot	having	killed	three	
horsemen	in	our	fight.	

20th	 June	 1648.	 We	 now	 found	 the	 enemy,	 in	 order	 to	 a	 perfect	 blockade,	 resolved	 to	 draw	 a	 line	 of	
circumvallaUon	round	the	town;	having	received	a	train	of	forty	pieces	of	heavy	cannon	from	the	Tower	of	
London.	This	day	the	Parliament	sent	a	messenger	to	their	prisoners	to	know	how	they	fared,	and	how	they	
were	 used;	 who	 returned	 word,	 that	 they	 fared	 indifferent	 well,	 and	 were	 very	 civilly	 used,	 but	 that	
provisions	 were	 scarce,	 and	 therefore	 dear.	 This	 day	 a	 party	 of	 horse,	 with	 300	 foot,	 sallied	 out,	 and	
marched	 as	 far	 as	 the	 fort	 on	 the	 Isle	 of	Mersey,	which	 they	made	 a	 show	 of	 a^acking,	 to	 keep	 in	 the	
garrison.	Meanwhile	the	rest	took	a	good	number	of	ca^le	from	the	country,	which	they	brought	safe	into	
the	town,	with	five	waggons	laden	with	corn.	This	was	the	last	they	could	bring	in	that	way,	the	lines	being	
soon	finished	on	that	side.	

This	day	the	Lord	Fairfax	sent	in	a	trumpet	to	the	Earl	of	Norwich	and	the	Lord	Goring,	offering	honourable	
condiUons	to	them	all,	allowing	all	the	gentlemen	their	lives	and	arms,	exempUon	from	plunder,	and	passes,	
if	they	desired	to	go	beyond	sea,	and	all	the	private	men	pardon,	and	leave	to	go	peaceably	to	their	own	
dwellings.		

But	the	Lord	Goring	and	the	rest	of	the	gentlemen	rejected	it,	and	laughed	at	them,	upon	which	the	Lord	
Fairfax	made	proclamaUon,	 that	his	men	should	give	 the	private	 soldiers	 in	Colchester	 free	 leave	 to	pass	
through	their	camp,	and	go	where	they	pleased	without	molestaUon,	only	leaving	their	arms,	but	that	the	
gentlemen	should	have	no	quarter.	This	was	a	great	loss	to	the	Royalists,	for	now	the	men	foreseeing	the	
great	hardships	they	were	like	to	suffer,	began	to	slip	away,	and	the	Lord	Goring	was	obliged	to	forbid	any	to	
desert	 on	 pain	 of	 present	 death,	 and	 to	 keep	 parUes	 of	 horse	 conUnually	 patrolling	 to	 prevent	 them;	
notwithstanding	which	many	got	away.		
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21st	June	1648.	The	town	desired	the	Lord	Goring	to	give	them	leave	to	send	a	message	to	Lord	Fairfax,	to	
desire	 they	 might	 have	 liberty	 to	 carry	 on	 their	 trade	 and	 sell	 their	 bays	 and	 says,	 which	 Lord	 Goring	
granted;	 but	 the	 enemy's	 general	 returned,	 that	 they	 should	 have	 considered	 that	 before	 they	 let	 the	
Royalists	into	the	town;	that	to	desire	a	free	trade	from	a	town	besieged	was	never	heard	of,	or	at	least,	was	
such	a	moUon,	as	was	never	yet	granted;	that,	however,	he	would	give	the	bay-makers	leave	to	bring	their	
bays	 and	 says,	 and	other	 goods,	 once	 a	week,	 or	 oBener,	 if	 they	desire	 it,	 to	 Lexden	Heath,	where	 they	
should	 have	 a	 free	 market,	 and	 might	 sell	 them	 or	 carry	 them	 back	 again,	 if	 not	 sold,	 as	 they	 found	
occasion.		

22nd	June	1648.	The	besieged	sallied	out	in	the	night	with	a	strong	party,	and	disturbed	the	enemy	in	their	
works,	and	partly	ruined	one	of	their	forts,	called	Ewer's	Fort,	where	the	besiegers	were	laying	a	bridge	over	
the	River	Colne.	Also	they	sallied	again	at	east	bridge,	and	faced	the	Suffolk	troops,	who	were	now	declared	
enemies.	These	brought	in	six-and-fiBy	good	bullocks,	and	some	cows,	and	they	took	and	killed	several	of	
the	enemy.		

23rd	June	1648.	The	besiegers	began	to	fire	with	their	cannon	from	Essex	Fort,	and	from	Barkstead's	Fort,	
which	was	built	upon	the	Malden	road;	and	finding	that	the	besieged	had	a	party	in	Sir	Harbo^le	Grimston's	
house,	called,	"The	Fryery,"	they	fired	at	 it	with	their	cannon,	and	ba^ered	 it	almost	down,	and	then	the	
soldiers	 set	 it	 on	 fire.	 This	 day	 upon	 the	 townsmen's	 treaty	 for	 the	 freedom	 of	 the	 bay	 trade,	 the	 Lord	
Fairfax	 sent	 a	 second	offer	of	 condiUons	 to	 the	besieged,	 being	 the	 same	as	before,	 only	 excepUng	 Lord	
Goring,	 Lord	 Capel,	 Sir	 George	 Lisle,	 and	 Sir	 Charles	 Lucas.	 This	 day	we	 had	 news	 in	 the	 town	 that	 the	
Suffolk	forces	were	advanced	to	assist	the	besiegers,	and	that	they	began	a	fort	called	Fort	Suffolk,	on	the	
north	side	of	the	town,	to	shut	up	the	Suffolk	road	towards	StraKord.	This	day	the	besieged	sallied	out	at	
north	bridge,	a^acked	the	out-guards	of	the	Suffolk	men	on	Mile	End	Heath,	and	drove	them	into	their	fort	
in	the	woods.	

This	day	the	Lord	Fairfax	sent	a	trumpet,	complaining	of	chewed	and	poisoned	bullets	being	shot	from	the	
town,	and	 threatening	 to	give	no	quarter	 if	 that	pracUce	was	allowed;	but	 Lord	Goring	 returned	answer,	
with	a	protestaUon,	that	no	such	thing	was	done	by	his	order	or	consent.		

24th	June	1648.	They	fired	hard	from	their	cannon	against	St.	Mary's	steeple,	on	which	was	planted	a	large	
culverin,	which	annoyed	them	even	in	the	general's	headquarters	at	Lexden.	One	of	the	best	gunners	the	
garrison	had	was	killed	with	a	cannon	bullet.	This	night	the	besieged	sallied	towards	Audly,	on	the	Suffolk	
road,	and	brought	in	some	ca^le.	

25th	June	1648.	Lord	Capel	sent	a	trumpet	to	the	Parliament-General,	but	the	rogue	ran	away,	and	came	not	
back,	nor	sent	any	answer;	whether	they	received	his	message	or	not,	was	not	known.		

26th	June	1648.	This	day	having	finished	their	new	bridge,	a	party	of	their	troops	passed	that	bridge,	and	
took	 post	 on	 the	 hill	 over	 against	Mile	 End	Church,	where	 they	 built	 a	 fort,	 called	 Fothergall's	 Fort,	 and	
another	on	the	east	side	of	the	road,	called	Rainsbro's	Fort,	so	that	the	town	was	enUrely	shut	in,	on	that	
side,	and	the	Royalists	had	no	place	free	but	over	east	bridge,	which	was	aBerwards	cut	off	by	the	enemy's	
bringing	their	line	from	the	Hythe	within	the	river	to	the	stone	causeway	leading	to	the	east	bridge.	

1st	July	1648.	From	the	26th	to	the	1st,	the	besiegers	conUnued	finishing	their	works,	and	by	the	2nd	the	
whole	town	was	shut	in;	at	which	the	besiegers	gave	a	general	salvo	from	their	cannon	at	all	their	forts;	but	
the	besieged	gave	them	a	return,	for	they	sallied	out	in	the	night,	a^acked	Barkstead's	fort,	scarce	finished,	
with	 such	 fury,	 that	 they	 twice	entered	 the	work	 sword	 in	hand,	killed	most	part	of	 the	defendants,	and	
spoiled	 part	 of	 the	 forts	 cast	 up;	 but	 fresh	 forces	 coming	 up,	 they	 reUred	with	 li^le	 loss,	 bringing	 eight	
prisoners,	and	having	slain,	as	they	reported,	above	100.	On	the	second,	Lord	Fairfax	offered	exchange	for	
Sir	William	Masham	in	parUcular,	and	aBerwards	for	other	prisoners,	but	the	Lord	Goring	refused.		

5th	July	1648.	The	besieged	sallied	with	two	regiments,	supported	by	some	horse,	at	midnight;	they	were	
commanded	by	Sir	George	Lisle.	They	fell	on	with	such	fury,	that	the	enemy	were	put	into	confusion,	their	
works	 at	 east	bridge	 ruined,	 and	 two	pieces	of	 cannon	 taken,	 Lieutenant	Colonel	 Sambrook,	 and	 several	
other	officers,	were	killed,	and	our	men	reUred	 into	 the	 town,	bringing	 the	captain,	 two	 lieutenants,	and	
about	fiBy	men	with	them	prisoners	into	the	town;	but	having	no	horse,	we	could	not	bring	off	the	cannon,	
but	they	spiked	them,	and	made	them	unfit	for	service.		
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From	this	Ume	to	the	11th,	the	besieged	sallied	almost	every	night,	being	encouraged	by	their	successes,	
and	they	constantly	cut	off	some	of	the	enemy,	but	not	without	loss	also	on	their	own	side.	About	this	Ume	
we	 received	 by	 a	 spy	 the	 bad	 news	 of	 defeaUng	 the	 king's	 friends	 almost	 in	 all	 parts	 of	 England,	 and	
parUcularly	 several	 parUes	which	had	good	wishes	 to	our	 gentlemen,	 and	 intended	 to	 relieve	 them.	Our	
ba^eries	 from	St.	Mary's	 Fort	 and	 steeple,	 and	 from	 the	north	 bridge,	 greatly	 annoyed	 them,	 and	 killed	
most	of	their	gunners	and	firemen.	One	of	the	messengers	who	brought	news	to	Lord	Fairfax	of	the	defeat	
of	one	of	the	parUes,	in	Kent,	and	the	taking	of	Weymer	Castle,	slipped	into	the	town,	and	brought	a	le^er	
to	the	Lord	Goring,	and	listed	in	the	regiment	of	the	Lord	Capel's	horse.		

14th	 July	 1648.	 The	 besiegers	 a^acked	 and	 took	 the	Hythe	 Church,	with	 a	 small	work	 the	 besieged	 had	
there,	but	the	defenders	reUred	in	Ume;	some	were	taken	prisoners	in	the	church,	but	not	in	the	fort;	Sir	
Charles	 Lucas's	 horse	was	 a^acked	by	 a	 great	 body	of	 the	besiegers;	 the	besieged	defended	 themselves	
with	 good	 resoluUon	 for	 some	 Ume,	 but	 a	 hand-grenade	 thrown	 in	 by	 the	 assailants,	 having	 fired	 the	
magazine,	the	house	was	blown	up,	and	most	of	the	gallant	defenders	buried	in	the	ruins.	This	was	a	great	
blow	to	the	Royalists,	for	it	was	a	very	strong	pass,	and	always	well-guarded.		

15th	July	1648.	The	Lord	Fairfax	sent	offers	of	honourable	condiUons	to	the	soldiers	of	the	garrison	if	they	
would	 surrender,	 or	 quit	 the	 service;	 upon	 which	 the	 Lords	 Goring	 and	 Capel,	 and	 Sir	 Charles	 Lucas,	
returned	an	answer	signed	by	their	hands,	that	it	was	not	honourable	or	agreeable	to	the	usage	of	war	to	
offer	 condiUons	 separately	 to	 the	 soldiers,	 exclusive	 of	 their	 officers,	 and	 therefore	 civilly	 desired	 his	
lordship	 to	 send	 no	more	 such	messages	 or	 proposals,	 or	 if	 he	 did,	 that	 he	would	 not	 take	 it	 ill	 if	 they	
hanged	up	the	messenger.		

This	 evening	 all	 the	 gentlemen	 volunteers,	with	 all	 the	 horse	 of	 the	 garrison,	with	 Sir	 Charles	 Lucas,	 Sir	
George	Lisle,	and	Sir	Bernard	Gascoigne	at	 the	head	of	 them,	 resolved	 to	break	 through	 the	enemy,	and	
forcing	a	pass	to	advance	into	Suffolk	by	Nayland	Bridge.		

To	this	purpose	they	passed	the	river	near	Middle	Mill;	but	their	guides	having	misled	them	the	enemy	took	
the	alarm;	upon	which	their	guides,	and	some	pioneers	which	they	had	with	them	to	open	the	hedges	and	
level	the	banks,	for	their	passing	to	Boxted,	all	ran	away,	so	the	horse	were	obliged	to	retreat,	the	enemy	
pretending	to	pursue,	but	thinking	they	had	retreated	by	the	north	bridge,	they	missed	them;	upon	which	
being	enraged,	they	fired	the	suburbs	without	the	bridge,	and	burned	them	quite	down.		

18th	July	1648.	Some	of	the	horse	a^empted	to	escape	the	same	way,	and	had	the	whole	body	been	there	
as	before,	they	had	effected	it;	but	there	being	but	two	troops,	they	were	obliged	to	reUre.	Now	the	town	
began	to	be	greatly	distressed,	provisions	failing,	and	the	townspeople,	which	were	numerous,	being	very	
uneasy,	and	no	way	of	breaking	through	being	found	pracUcable,	the	gentlemen	would	have	joined	in	any	
a^empt	wherein	 they	might	 die	 gallantly	 with	 their	 swords	 in	 their	 hands,	 but	 nothing	 presented;	 they	
oBen	sallied	and	cut	off	many	of	the	enemy,	but	their	numbers	were	conUnually	supplied,	and	the	besieged	
diminished;	their	horse	also	sunk	and	became	unfit	for	service,	having	very	li^le	hay,	and	no	corn,	and	at	
length	they	were	forced	to	kill	them	for	food;	so	that	they	began	to	be	in	a	very	miserable	condiUon,	and	
the	soldiers	deserted	every	day	in	great	numbers,	not	being	able	to	bear	the	want	of	food,	as	being	almost	
starved	with	hunger.		

22nd	 July	 1648.	 The	 Lord	 Fairfax	offered	 again	 an	exchange	of	 prisoners,	 but	 the	 Lord	Goring	 rejected	 it,	
because	they	refused	condiUons	to	the	chief	gentlemen	of	the	garrison.	During	this	Ume,	two	troops	of	the	
Royal	Horse	sallied	out	in	the	night,	resolving	to	break	out	or	die:	the	first	rode	up	full	gallop	to	the	enemy's	
horse	 guards	 on	 the	 side	 of	 Malden	 road,	 and	 exchanged	 their	 pistols	 with	 the	 advanced	 troops,	 and	
wheeling	made	as	 if	 they	would	reUre	to	the	town;	but	finding	they	were	not	 immediately	pursued,	they	
wheeled	about	to	the	right,	and	passing	another	guard	at	a	distance,	without	being	perfectly	discovered,	
they	went	clean	off,	and	passing	towards	Tiptree	Heath,	and	having	good	guides,	they	made	their	escape	
towards	Cambridgeshire,	in	which	length	of	way	they	found	means	to	disperse	without	being	a^acked,	and	
went	every	man	his	own	way	as	fate	directed;	nor	did	we	hear	that	many	of	them	were	taken:	they	were	
led,	 as	we	 are	 informed,	 by	 Sir	 Bernard	Gascoigne.	Upon	 these	 a^empts	 of	 the	 horse	 to	 break	 out,	 the	
enemy	built	a	small	fort	in	the	meadow	right	against	the	ford	in	the	river	at	the	Middle	Mill,	and	once	set	
that	mill	 on	 fire,	 but	 it	 was	 exUnguished	without	much	 damage;	 however,	 the	 fort	 prevented	 any	more	
a^empts	that	way.		
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22nd	 July	 1648.	 The	 Parliament-General	 sent	 in	 a	 trumpet,	 to	 propose	 again	 the	 exchange	 of	 prisoners,	
offering	the	Lord	Capel's	son	for	one,	and	Mr.	Ashburnham	for	Sir	William	Masham;	but	the	Lord	Capel,	Lord	
Goring,	and	the	rest	of	the	loyal	gentlemen	rejected	it;	and	Lord	Capel,	 in	parUcular,	sent	the	Lord	Fairfax	
word	it	was	inhuman	to	surprise	his	son,	who	was	not	in	arms,	and	offer	him	to	insult	a	father's	affecUon,	
but	that	he	might	murder	his	son	if	he	pleased,	he	would	leave	his	blood	to	be	revenged	as	Heaven	should	
give	 opportunity;	 and	 the	 Lord	 Goring	 sent	 word,	 that	 as	 they	 had	 reduced	 the	 king's	 servants	 to	 eat	
horseflesh,	 the	 prisoners	 should	 feed	 as	 they	 fed.	 The	 enemy	 sent	 again	 to	 complain	 of	 the	 Royalists	
shooUng	poisoned	bullets,	and	sent	two	affidavits	of	it	made	by	two	deserters,	swearing	it	was	done	by	the	
Lord	Norwich's	direcUon;	the	generals	in	the	town	returned	under	all	their	hands	that	they	never	gave	any	
such	 command	 or	 direcUon;	 that	 they	 disowned	 the	 pracUce;	 and	 that	 the	 fellows	 who	 swore	 it	 were	
perjured	before	 in	 running	 from	their	colours	and	the	service	of	 their	king,	and	ought	not	 to	be	credited	
again;	but	they	added,	that	for	shooUng	rough-cast	slugs	they	must	excuse	them,	as	things	stood	with	them	
at	that	Ume.		

About	this	Ume,	a	porter	in	a	soldier's	habit	got	through	the	enemy's	leaguer,	and	passing	their	out-guards	
in	the	dark,	got	into	the	town,	and	brought	le^ers	from	London,	assuring	the	Royalists	that	there	were	so	
many	 strong	 parUes	 up	 in	 arms	 for	 the	 king,	 and	 in	 so	many	 places,	 that	 they	would	 be	 very	 suddenly	
relieved.	This	they	caused	to	be	read	to	the	soldiers	to	encourage	them;	and	parUcularly	 it	related	to	the	
rising	of	the	Earl	of	Holland,	and	the	Duke	of	Buckingham,	who	with	500	horse	were	go^en	together	in	arms	
about	Kingston	 in	Surrey;	but	we	had	noUce	 in	a	 few	days	aBer	 that	 they	were	defeated,	and	the	Earl	of	
Holland	taken,	who	was	aBerwards	beheaded.		

26th	July	1648.	The	enemy	now	began	to	ba^er	the	walls,	and	especially	on	the	west	side,	from	St.	Mary's	
towards	the	north	gate;	and	we	were	assured	they	intended	a	storm;	on	which	the	engineers	were	directed	
to	make	trenches	behind	the	walls	where	the	breaches	should	be	made,	that	in	case	of	a	storm	they	might	
meet	with	a	warm	recepUon.	Upon	this,	they	gave	over	the	design	of	storming.	The	Lord	Goring	finding	that	
the	enemy	had	set	the	suburbs	on	fire	right	against	the	Hythe,	ordered	the	remaining	houses,	which	were	
empty	of	inhabitants,	from	whence	their	musketeer	fired	against	the	town,	to	be	burned	also.	

31st	 July	1648.	A	body	of	 foot	sallied	out	at	midnight,	 to	discover	what	 the	enemy	were	doing	at	a	place	
where	they	thought	a	new	fort	raising;	they	fell	in	among	the	workmen,	and	put	them	to	flight,	cut	in	pieces	
several	of	the	guard,	and	brought	in	the	officer	who	commanded	them	prisoner.	

2nd	August	1648.	The	town	was	now	in	a	miserable	condiUon:	the	soldiers	searched	and	rifled	the	houses	of	
the	inhabitants	for	victuals;	they	had	lived	on	horseflesh	several	weeks,	and	most	of	that	also	was	as	lean	as	
carrion,	which	not	being	well	 salted	bred	wens;	and	this	want	of	diet	made	the	soldiers	sickly,	and	many	
died	of	fluxes,	yet	they	boldly	rejected	all	offers	of	surrender,	unless	with	safety	to	their	offices.	However,	
several	hundreds	got	out,	and	either	passed	the	enemy's	guards,	or	surrendered	to	them	and	took	passes.	

7th	August	1648.	The	townspeople	became	very	uneasy	to	the	soldiers,	and	the	mayor	of	the	town,	with	the	
aldermen,	waited	upon	the	general,	desiring	leave	to	send	to	the	Lord	Fairfax	for	leave	to	all	the	inhabitants	
to	 come	out	of	 the	 town,	 that	 they	might	not	perish,	 to	which	 the	 Lord	Goring	 consented,	but	 the	 Lord	
Fairfax	refused	them.	

12th	August	1648.	The	rabble	got	together	in	a	vast	crowd	about	the	Lord	Goring's	quarters,	clamouring	for	
a	surrender,	and	they	did	this	every	evening,	bringing	women	and	children,	who	lay	howling	and	crying	on	
the	ground	for	bread;	the	soldiers	beat	off	the	men,	but	the	women	and	children	would	not	sUr,	bidding	the	
soldiers	kill	them,	saying	they	had	rather	be	shot	than	be	starved.	

16th	August	1648.	The	general,	moved	by	the	cries	and	distress	of	the	poor	inhabitants,	sent	out	a	trumpet	
to	the	Parliament-General,	demanding	leave	to	send	to	the	Prince,	who	was	with	a	fleet	of	nineteen	men	of	
war	in	the	mouth	of	the	Thames,	offering	to	surrender,	if	they	were	not	relieved	in	twenty	days.	The	Lord	
Fairfax	refused	it,	and	sent	them	word	he	would	be	in	the	town	in	person,	and	visit	them	in	less	than	twenty	
days,	inUmaUng	that	they	were	preparing	for	a	storm.	Some	tart	messages	and	answers	were	exchanged	on	
this	occasion.	The	Lord	Goring	sent	word	they	were	willing,	in	compassion	to	the	poor	townspeople,	and	to	
save	that	effusion	of	blood,	to	surrender	upon	honourable	terms,	but	that	as	for	the	storming	them,	which	
was	 threatened,	 they	might	 come	on	when	 they	 thought	fit,	 for	 that	 they	 (the	Royalists)	were	 ready	 for	
them.	This	held	to	the	19th.		
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20th	August	1648.	The	Lord	Fairfax	returned	what	he	said	was	his	last	answer,	and	should	be	the	last	offer	of	
mercy.	 The	 condiUons	offered	were,	 that	upon	a	peaceable	 surrender,	 all	 soldiers	 and	officers	under	 the	
degree	of	a	captain	in	commission	should	have	their	lives,	be	exempted	from	plunder,	and	have	passes	to	go	
to	their	respecUve	dwellings.	All	the	captains	and	superior	officers,	with	all	the	lords	and	gentlemen,	as	well	
in	commission	as	volunteers,	to	surrender	prisoners	at	discreUon,	only	that	they	should	not	be	plundered	
by	the	soldiers.		

21st	 August	 1648.	 The	 generals	 rejected	 those	 offers;	 and	when	 the	 people	 came	 about	 them	 again	 for	
bread,	set	open	one	of	the	gates,	and	bid	them	go	out	to	the	enemy,	which	a	great	many	did	willingly;	upon	
which	the	Lord	Goring	ordered	all	the	rest	that	came	about	his	door	to	be	turned	out	aBer	them.	But	when	
the	people	came	to	the	Lord	Fairfax's	camp	the	out-guards	were	ordered	to	fire	at	them	and	drive	them	all	
back	again	to	the	gate,	which	the	Lord	Goring	seeing,	he	ordered	them	to	be	received	in	again.	And	now,	
although	the	generals	and	soldiers	also	were	resolute	to	die	with	their	swords	 in	 their	hands	rather	 than	
yield,	and	had	maturely	resolved	to	abide	a	storm,	yet	the	Mayor	and	Aldermen	having	peUUoned	them	as	
well	 as	 the	 inhabitants,	 being	 wearied	 with	 the	 importuniUes	 of	 the	 distressed	 people,	 and	 pitying	 the	
deplorable	condiUon	they	were	reduced	to,	 they	agreed	to	enter	upon	a	 treaty,	and	accordingly	sent	out	
some	officers	to	the	Lord	Fairfax,	the	Parliament-General,	to	treat,	and	with	them	was	sent	two	gentlemen	
of	the	prisoners	upon	their	parole	to	return.		

Upon	the	return	of	the	said	messengers	with	the	Lord	Fairfax's	terms,	the	Lord	Goring,	etc.,	sent	out	a	le^er	
declaring	they	would	die	with	their	swords	in	their	hands	rather	than	yield	without	quarter	for	life,	and	sent	
a	paper	of	arUcles	on	which	they	were	willing	to	surrender.	But	in	the	very	interim	of	this	treaty	news	came	
that	 the	 Scots	 army,	 under	 Duke	 Hamilton,	 which	 was	 entered	 into	 Lancashire,	 and	 was	 joined	 by	 the	
Royalists	in	that	country,	making	21,000	men,	were	enUrely	defeated.	ABer	this	the	Lord	Fairfax	would	not	
grant	any	abatement	of	arUcles--viz.,	to	have	all	above	lieutenants	surrender	at	mercy.	

Upon	this	the	Lord	Goring	and	the	General	refused	to	submit	again,	
and	 proposed	 a	 general	 sally,	 and	 to	 break	 through	 or	 die,	 but	
found	upon	preparing	 for	 it	 that	 the	 soldiers,	who	had	 their	 lives	
offered	them,	declined	it,	fearing	the	gentlemen	would	escape,	and	
they	 should	 be	 leB	 to	 the	mercy	 of	 the	 Parliament	 soldiers;	 and	
that	upon	 this	 they	began	 to	muUny	and	 talk	of	 surrendering	 the	
town	and	their	officers	too.	Things	being	brought	to	this	pass,	the	
Lords	 and	 General	 laid	 aside	 that	 design,	 and	 found	 themselves	
obliged	 to	 submit;	 and	 so	 the	 town	was	 surrendered	 the	 28th	 of	
August	1648,	upon	condiUons	as	follows:-		

The	 Lords	 and	 gentlemen	 all	 prisoners	 at	 mercy.	 The	 common	
soldiers	 had	 passes	 to	 go	 home	 to	 their	 several	 dwellings,	 but	
without	 arms,	 and	an	oath	not	 to	 serve	against	 the	Parliament.	
The	 town	 to	 be	 preserved	 from	 pillage,	 paying	 14,000	 pounds	
ready	money.	

The	same	day	a	council	of	war	being	called	about	the	prisoners	of	
war,	it	was	resolved	that	the	Lords	should	be	leB	to	the	disposal	of	
the	Parliament.	That	Sir	Charles	Lucas,	Sir	George	Lisle,	and	Sir	Marmaduke	Gascoigne	should	be	shot	 to	
death,	and	the	other	officers	prisoners	to	remain	in	custody	Ull	further	order.	

The	two	first	of	the	three	gentlemen	were	shot	to	death,	and	the	third	respited.	Thus	ended	the	siege	of	
Colchester.		
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N.B.--Notwithstanding	the	number	killed	in	the	siege,	and	dead	of	the	flux,	and	other	distempers	
occasioned	by	bad	diet,	which	were	very	many,	and	notwithstanding	the	number	which	deserted	and	
escaped	in	the	Ume	of	their	hardships,	yet	there	remained	at	the	Ume	of	the	surrender:	

•	 Earl	of	Norwich	(Goring).	
•	 Lord	Capell.	
•	 Lord	Loughbro'.	
•	 11	Knights.	
•	 9	Colonels.	
•	 8	Lieut.-Colonels.	
•	 9	Majors.	
•	 30	Captains.	
•	 72	Lieutenants.	
•	 69	Ensigns.	
•	 183	Serjeants	and	Corporals.	
•	 3,067	Private	Soldiers.	
•	 65	Servants	to	the	Lords	and	General	Officers	and	Gentlemen.	
•	 3,526	in	all.	

																				 	

Compiled	by	Basildon	Borough	Heritage	Society	
May	2020.	

	8


