
The Explosives and Munitions Factory at Wat Tyler Park 
Pitsea Creek 

A long time ago, there was a special factory located near 
Pitsea Creek, on the site of Wat Tyler Park in Essex, 
England. This factory was built to make explosives and 
munitions, which are materials used for making bombs 
and other weapons. It played an important role during 
times of war, helping the British army prepare for battles. 

The factory at Pitsea Creek was built around 1891. At that time, the British army needed 
a lot of explosives to defend the country and especially during World War I. The factory 
was built in a quiet, isolated area, far away from people and cities, to keep it safe in 
case of accidents. 
The factory was huge and had many different buildings. Each building was used to 
make different parts of weapons. Some of the workers made TNT, a powerful 
explosive used in bombs. Other workers made shells, which are like large, heavy 
bombs that are fired from big guns. There were also buildings that helped with storing 
these dangerous materials safely. 

Working in the factory was 
very risky because the 
chemicals and explosives 
could be dangerous. Workers 
had to be very careful. In fact, 
there were several explosions 
at the factory over the years, 
and some workers lost their 
lives. 
But despite the danger, many people worked at the factory, 
including women, who stepped in to help during the war 
when many men went to fight. 

The factory at Pitsea Creek was also important during World War II, which started in 
1939. The need for explosives and munitions was even greater, and the factory worked 
hard to meet these needs. It became an essential part of Britain's defence efforts. 

After the wars, the factory was no longer needed. By the 1960s, it was shut down, and 
the land was left empty. Over time, the area around Pitsea Creek became a place for 
wildlife, with birds and plants thriving in the quiet space. Today, there are still visible 
signs of the factory and some existing buildings, and it remains an important part of 
history. 



The story of the Pitsea Creek factory reminds us of how people 
worked together in difficult times to protect their country. Even 
though it was dangerous work, the factory helped support the army 
and played a big role in the world wars. 

Of course gunpowder is also well know for its planned use in 
Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot many hundreds of years 
ago 


