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 Pilot: P/O John 'Paddy' Hemingway.  
             Date: 26 August 1940 

He landed safely near the Barge Public House, Vange, Essex. 
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Pilot Officer John 'Paddy' Hemingway's Report: 
 
At 14.50 Squadron 85 based at Croydon was sent to patrol base Angels 15. 

From there it was vectored to the Maidstone area. Several minutes later 15 

Do215 15,000 ft and 109s 20,000 approx. We turned to attack and three Do215s 

were separated from the main formation. After several attacks on these three 

Dorniers P/O Hemingway (Blue 2) broke away and climbed up to engage 

Me109s. While climbing P/O Hemingway was hit behind the cockpit and in the 

engine on the starboard side. The engine became red hot and thinking that the 

aircraft was on fire P/O Hemingway baled out, delaying his drop until he was in 

clouds before pulling rip cord. He landed in Pitsea Marshes at 15.30 and went to 

Pitsea Police Station, reporting to Intelligence Officers at Croydon and Horn-

church. He reported back to unit at 10.30 the same night. 
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