
OLIVER CROMWELL AND THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR - EXTRACT

The Battle of Adwalton Moor occurred on 30 June 1643 at Adwalton, West Yorkshire, during the First 
English Civil War. In the battle, the Royalists loyal to King Charles led by the Earl of Newcastle soundly 
defeated the Parliamentarians commanded by Lord Fairfax. The battle consolidated Royalist control of 
Yorkshire and has been deemed of low or medium term significance. However, historians have 
acknowledged that the impact of the battle, left the Parliamentarians with only Hull as a northern 
stronghold forcing them into a religious and political alliance with Scotland. This in turn, led to a 
Parliamentary victory at the Battle of Marston Moor a year later in 1644. Historic England labelled the 
battle as second only in importance to Marston Moor.

The Battle of Alton (also known as the Storming of Alton), took place on 13 December 1643 in the town 
of Alton, Hampshire. There, Parliamentary forces serving under Sir William Waller led a successful 
surprise attack on a winter garrison of Royalist infantry and cavalry serving under the Earl of Crawford. 
The Battle of Alton was the first decisive defeat of Sir Ralph Hopton, leader of Royalist forces in the 
south, and the event had a significant psychological effect on him as commander. More important to 
Hopton was the loss of men, however, as he was already short-handed in much-needed infantry. The 
successful Parliamentarians were able, after their victory, to attack and successfully besiege Arundel, a 
larger and more formidable Royalist outpost to the south-east of Alton.

The siege of Arundel took place during the First English Civil War, from 19 December 1643 to 6 
January 1644, when a Royalist garrison surrendered to a Parliamentarian army under Sir William Waller.

The siege of Basing House near Basingstoke in Hampshire, was a Parliamentarian victory late in the 
First English Civil War. Whereas the title of the event may suggest a single siege, there were in fact 
three major engagements. John Paulet, 5th Marquess of Winchester owned the House and as a 
committed Royalist garrisoned it in support of King Charles I, as it commanded the road from London to 
the west through Salisbury. The first engagement was in November 1643, when Sir William Waller at the 
head of an army of about 7,000 attempted to take Basing House by direct assault. After three failed 
attempts it was obvious to him that his troops lacked the necessary resolve, and with winter fast 
approaching Waller retreated back to a more friendly location. Early in 1644 the Parliamentarians 
attempted to arrange the secret surrender of Basing House with Lord Edward Paulet, the Marquess of 
Winchester's younger brother, but the plot was discovered.

The Battle of Aldbourne Chase was a relatively small battle that occurred on 18 September 1643. In 
the skirmish the Royalist cavalry led by Prince Rupert attacked the extended columns of the 
Parliamentarian army of the Earl of Essex at Aldbourne Chase, Wiltshire, as he was attempting to get his 
army to London. The battle in and of itself was inconclusive, but it allowed the Royalists to get to 
Newbury ahead of Essex and ultimately forced the Parliamentarian army into a major confrontation.

The Battle of Braddock Down took place during the south-western campaign of the First English Civil 
War. It was fought on open ground in Cornwall, on 19 January 1643. An apparently easy victory for the 
Royalists under Sir Ralph Hopton secured Cornwall for King Charles and confirmed Hopton's reputation 
as a commander. Hopton also gained respect for the mercy shown to his foe, of whom 1,500 were 
captured during and after the battle.

The Battle of Bramber Bridge was a minor skirmish that took place on 13 December 1643. A Royalist 
detachment from Arundel attempted to secure the bridge over the River Adur at Bramber in West 
Sussex, but found a Parliamentarian force already in possession. The Royalists attempted to find 
another crossing point, but were ordered back to Arundel, after learning of the loss of Alton the same 
night.

The Battle of Burton Bridge was fought at Burton upon Trent on 4 July 1643. By the time of the battle, 
the town, which had at various times been held by both sides, was garrisoned by a Parliamentarian unit 
under the command of Captain Thomas Sanders and the town's military governor, Colonel Richard 
Houghton. The key river crossing at Burton was desired by Queen Henrietta Maria, who was proceeding 
southwards from Yorkshire with a convoy of supplies destined for King Charles I at Oxford. The 
Royalists, led by Colonel Thomas Tyldesley, launched a cavalry charge across the bridge which 
succeeded in defeating the Parliamentarians and capturing most of their officers, including Sanders and 
Houghton. The Queen's convoy proceeded on its way south to Oxford, with Tyldesley receiving a 
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knighthood and a promotion in recognition of his victory. Burton changed hands several more times 
during the course of the war, before finally coming under Parliamentarian control in 1646.

The Battle of Camp Hill, also known as the Battle of Birmingham, took place on Easter Monday, 3 April 
1643, in and around Camp Hill, Warwickshire, during the First English Civil War. In the skirmish, a 
company of Parliamentarians from the Lichfield garrison with the support of some of the local townsmen, 
approximately 300 men, attempted to stop a detachment of 1,400 Royalists under the command of 
Prince Rupert from passing through the unfortified parliamentary town of Birmingham.

The Battle of Chalgrove Field took place on 18 June 1643, during the First English Civil War, near 
Chalgrove, Oxfordshire. It is now best remembered for the death of John Hampden, who was wounded 
in the shoulder during the battle and died six days later. Hoping to capture a Parliamentarian convoy 
containing £21,000 in cash, during the night of 17 to 18 June Royalist cavalry from Oxford led by Prince 
Rupert raided positions around Chinnor. Although they failed to intercept the convoy, they seized 
supplies and prisoners and headed home pursued by cavalry under Hampden and Major John Gunter. 
Prince Rupert halted at Chalgrove and counterattacked, scattering his opponents before their main force 
arrived under Sir Philip Stapleton. The ease with which the Royalists conducted their raid, along with the 
failure to capitalise on the capture of Reading in April caused serious criticism of the Earl of Essex, 
Parliamentarian commander. On the other hand, Royalist morale was significantly boosted and 
Chalgrove marked the start of a series of victories over the next six months.

The Battle of Gainsborough took place during the First English Civil War on 28 July 1643. The 
strategically important town of Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, was a Royalist base used for harassing the 
Parliamentarians who were generally dominant in Lincolnshire, but it was taken by Parliamentarians in 
July 1643. An attempt to recapture Gainsborough by Charles Cavendish and the Royalists was foiled in 
a battle in which Colonel Oliver Cromwell distinguished himself as a cavalry leader.

The Battle of Heptonstall occurred in November 1643 at Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall, Yorkshire. 
During the battle, Colonel Bradshaw, a Parliamentarian commander fended off an attack by Sir Francis 
Mackworth and the Royalists. After the battle, both sides claimed victory. The Parliamentarians believed 
they had won in that they held the field at the end of the day and had killed the Royalists' commander, 
the Earl of Northampton. The Royalists believed that they had won the battle in that they reoccupied the 
field the next morning and had captured eight artillery pieces.

The First English Civil War battle of Lansdowne, or Lansdown, was fought on 5 July 1643, at 
Lansdowne Hill, near Bath, Somerset, England. Although the Royalists under Lord Hopton forced the 
Parliamentarians under Sir William Waller to retreat from their hilltop position, they suffered so many 
casualties themselves and were left so disordered and short of ammunition that an injured Hopton was 
forced to retire. The day after the battle, a Royalist ammunition cart exploded. Hopton was injured and 
temporarily blinded. The loss of the powder and the absence of most of their horse meant that the 
Royalists could not fight another action. Meanwhile, Waller had retired to Bath, where he was reinforced 
and was ready to attack again. Hopton's army retreated in low spirits to Devizes. Hopton's army was in 
such a poor situation before their retreat that Hopton's military opponent, but old friend Waller offered 
him hospitality in Bath, though the former refused it.

The Battle of Leeds took place on 23 January 1643, when a Parliamentarian force attacked the Royalist 
garrison of Leeds, Yorkshire. The attack was partly dictated by the need to maintain local support for the 
Parliamentarian cause; the Earl of Newcastle had recently shifted the balance of power in Yorkshire in 
the Royalists' favour with the addition of his 8,000-strong army, and sent one of his commanders, Sir 
William Savile to capture Leeds. The West Riding of Yorkshire relied on the cloth trade, and Ferdinando, 
Lord Fairfax sent his son, Sir Thomas Fairfax to bolster the defences of nearby Bradford, before 
agreeing to his request to attack Leeds. Savile, who had command of around 2,000 men in Leeds, built a 
trench on the western edge of Leeds, destroyed one bridge on the approach to the town and heavily 
fortified another. Fairfax attacked during a heavy snowstorm, bringing an army of roughly 3,000 men to 
attack Leeds in three places. The battle lasted around two hours before the Parliamentarians secured 
the town, and captured about 500 prisoners. Fairfax lost around 20 men during the attack, while the 
Royalists suffered roughly double as many fatalities.

The First Battle of Newbury was a battle that was fought on 20 September 1643 between a Royalist 
army, under the personal command of King Charles, and a Parliamentarian force led by the Earl of 
Essex. Following a year of Royalist battlefield successes, in which they took Banbury, Oxford and 
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Reading without conflict before storming Bristol, the Parliamentarians were left without an effective army 
in the west of England. When Charles laid siege to Gloucester, Parliament was forced to muster a force 
under Essex with which to beat Charles' forces off. 

After a long march, Essex surprised the Royalists and forced them away from Gloucester before 
beginning a retreat to London. Charles rallied his forces and pursued Essex, overtaking the 
Parliamentarian army at Newbury and forcing them to march past the Royalist force to continue their 
retreat.

The Battle of Olney Bridge was a skirmish that occurred on 4 November 1643 just outside the town of 
Olney, Buckinghamshire. In the engagement, Royalist forces attacked Parliamentarian forces holding the 
Olney bridge, but were driven off by a counter-attack.

The Battle of Ripple Field, fought on 13 April 1643, was an engagement in the First English Civil War. 
In the battle, a Royalist cavalry force led by Prince Maurice routed Parliamentarian cavalry and infantry 
forces led by Sir William Waller. An initial cavalry charge by Waller was easily repelled by the Royalists. 
The Parliamentarians then retreated into the lanes of the village of Ripple where they were overrun and 
routed. Haselrigge's Lobsters (one of the few proper cuirassier regiments fielded during the war) lost 
around 70% of their men defending the retreating Parliament army which was attempting to return to 
Tewkesbury. At the end, Parliamentary reinforcements checked the Royalists at Mythe Hill just north of 
Tewkesbury.

The Battle of Roundway Down was fought on 13 July 1643 at Roundway Down near Devizes, in 
Wiltshire. Despite being outnumbered and exhausted after riding overnight from Oxford, a Royalist 
cavalry force under Lord Wilmot won a crushing victory over the Parliamentarian Army of the West under 
Sir William Waller. Viewed as their most decisive victory of the war, the Royalists secured control of 
South-West England which they held until late 1645. Two weeks later they captured the port of Bristol, 
allowing them to establish links with supporters in Ireland.

The Battle of Seacroft Moor took place in Whinmoor moor near the village of Seacroft, north-east of 
Leeds in West Riding on 30 March 1643. In the battle, a Parliamentarian force commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Thomas Fairfax was decisively beaten by a Royalist cavalry force commanded by 
George Goring. Lord Fairfax and the Parliamentary field army along with the artillery train reached Leeds 
safely, but at a horribly high cost considering the losses that occurred at Seacroft Moor. Lieutenant-
General Fairfax was castigated by the wives and families of the soldiers lost in the battle. The criticism 
was so great that on 21 May Fairfax launched an attack on the Royalist garrison at Wakefield to take 
prisoners that he might exchange for the men lost at Seacroft Moor.

The Second Battle of Middlewich took place on 26 December 1643 near Middlewich in Cheshire. A 
Royalist force under Lord Byron defeated a Parliamentarian army commanded by Sir William Brereton. 
After their victory at the First Battle of Middlewich on 13 March 1643, Parliamentarian forces under Sir 
William Brereton occupied much of Cheshire. Based at Nantwich, his troops controlled the eastern and 
central portions of the county, approximately two-thirds of the region, while the Royalists held its western 
portions, including the Dee Valley and the key port city of Chester, whose possession allowed them to 
transport troops and supplies from Ireland and their recruiting areas in North Wales.

The siege of Gloucester took place between 10 August and 5 September 1643. It was part of a 
Royalist campaign led by King Charles I to take control of the Severn Valley from the Parliamentarians. 
Following the costly storming of Bristol on 26 July, Charles invested Gloucester in the hope that a show 
of force would prompt it to surrender quickly and without bloodshed. When the city, under the 
governorship of Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Massey, refused, the Royalists attempted to bombard it into 
submission. Massey adopted an aggressive defence, and the Royalist positions outside the city were 
regularly disrupted by Parliamentarian raids. The Royalist artillery proved inadequate for the task of 
siege work and faced with a shortage of ammunition; the besiegers attempted to breach the city walls by 
mining. With Royalist miners about to reach the city's east gate and the defenders critically low on 
gunpowder, a Parliamentarian army led by the Earl of Essex arrived and forced Charles to lift the siege.

The unsuccessful second siege of Hull by the Royalist Earl of Newcastle in 1643 was a victory for 
Parliament at the high point of the Royalist campaign. It led to the abandonment of the Earl of 
Newcastle's campaign in Lincolnshire and the re-establishment of Parliament's presence in Yorkshire.
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The siege of Lichfield occurred on 8–21 April 1643. During the military action, the Royalists under the 
command of Prince Rupert successfully besieged the Parliamentary garrison of Lichfield in Staffordshire 
under the command of Colonel Russell.

The siege of Plymouth took place, when Royalist forces besieged Plymouth, in Devon, held by a 
Parliamentary garrison. With the exception of a brief interlude in July 1644, the town was isolated for 
most of the period from August 1642 to January 1646; however, control of the sea meant the garrison 
could easily be resupplied. The Royalists recognised this made its capture extremely difficult, and they 
generally restricted operations to a land blockade. However, there were two serious attempts to capture 
the town; the first, from October to December 1643, the second, January to February 1645. The town 
was finally relieved in February 1646.

The siege of Reading was an eleven-day blockade of Reading, Berkshire. Reading had been 
garrisoned by 3,000 Royalist troops under Sir Arthur Aston in November 1642. On 14 April 1643, Robert 
Devereux, 3rd Earl of Essex led a Parliamentarian army of 19,000 troops to lay siege to the town, and 
began bombarding it two days later. During the siege, Aston was wounded and command of the garrison 
passed to Richard Feilding. On 25 April, Feilding requested a truce in order to negotiate the town's 
surrender. Despite a Royalist relief force commanded by Charles I of England and Prince Rupert of the 
Rhine arriving the following day, Feilding held to the truce, and Essex's army was able to repel the relief 
army. The surrender terms were agreed on 26 April, and the next day the Royalists left the town for 
Oxford.

The short siege of Worcester (29–31 May 1643) was conducted by a Parliamentary army of about 
3,000 under the command of Sir William Waller. They failed to capture the city, which was defended by 
about 1,700 Royalists under the command of Colonel William Sandys the acting governor, and retreated 
back to the Parliamentary stronghold of Gloucester.

The sieges of Bradford (also known as the Battle of the Steeple), were two very short-lived sieges that 
took place separately in the town of Bradford, Yorkshire, in December 1642 and early July 1643, just 
after the Royalist victories in Pontefract (1642), and the Battle of Adwalton Moor (1643) respectively. In 
the second siege, with the Parliamentarian forces dispersed to the west in and around Halifax, the Earl 
of Newcastle subjected Bradford to a brief siege to enforce rule and allegiance to the king. The first siege 
gave rise to the term "Bradford Quarter", apparently a misinterpretation by the defenders of Bradford 
who, on hearing a Royalist officer asking for quarter, assured him that they would "quarter him". The 
term "give them Bradford Quarter", was used by the Royalists against the defenders of the Bradford 
during the second siege. The second siege was noted for its apparent salvation from slaughter after the 
Earl of Newcastle was visited by a wraith-like figure imploring him to "pity poor Bradford...".

The Battle of Sourton Down took place on 25 April 1643, near Sourton, in Devon. A Parliamentarian 
force under James Chudleigh defeated a Royalist army under Sir Ralph Hopton. Casualties on both 
sides were light, and the result had little impact on the strategic position in the West Country. Hoping to 
surprise their opponents, the Royalist army undertook a night march on the Parliamentarian base in 
Okehampton. However, they in turn were ambushed by a small force of cavalry led by Chudleigh, and 
routed. Hopton was forced to abandon most of his baggage and supplies, but won a decisive at Stratton 
three weeks later.

The Battle of South Harting was a relatively small military engagement that took place on the night of 
23–24 November 1643 in the village of South Harting, in West Sussex, England, during Lord Ralph 
Hopton's Southern Campaign of 1643–1644 during the second year of the First English Civil War. It was 
fought between a Royalist detachment of the Earl of Crawford's Regiment of Horse who had quartered 
for the night in the village, and a Parliamentarian force consisting of Colonel Richard Norton and his own 
Regiment of Horse who later that night came upon Crawford's men seemingly by chance while they were 
resting in the various houses in the village — a fight then ensued.

The Storming of Bristol took place from 23 to 26 July 1643. The Royalist army under Prince Rupert 
captured the important port of Bristol from its weakened Parliamentarian garrison. The city remained 
under Royalist control until the second siege of Bristol in September 1645.

The Battle of Stratton, also known as the Battle of Stamford Hill, took place on 16 May 1643, at Stratton 
in Cornwall, during the First English Civil War. In the battle the Royalists destroyed Parliament's field 
army in Devon and Cornwall. The capture of Wakefield occurred during the First English Civil War when 
a Parliamentarian force attacked the Royalist garrison of Wakefield, Yorkshire. The Parliamentarians 
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were outnumbered, having around 1,500 men under the command of Sir Thomas Fairfax, compared to 
the 3,000 led by George Goring in Wakefield. Despite being outnumbered, Parliamentarians successfully 
stormed the town, taking roughly 1,400 prisoners.

Around 800 Parliamentarians had been taken prisoner after being defeated at Seacroft Moor, and 
Fairfax plotted the capture of Wakefield to take prisoners of his own to exchange for his men. He 
marched his force from Leeds and split it in two to attack from different directions. After around two hours 
of fighting early in the morning of 21 May, 1643, Fairfax broke through into Wakefield. Goring, who had 
been in bed suffering from either illness or a hangover, rose and led a counterattack in his nightshirt, but 
to no avail and the town was captured. Fairfax gained the prisoners he needed and much ammunition. 
According to his own account, the Parliamentarians lost no more than seven men.

Wardour Castle in Wiltshire, England, was besieged twice during the First English Civil War; once in 
May 1643, and then again between November 1643 and March 1644. During the first siege, a 
Parliamentarian force of around 1,300 men led by Sir Edward Hungerford attacked the castle, which was 
the home of Thomas Arundell, 2nd Baron Arundell of Wardour, a prominent Catholic and Royalist. 
Arundell was absent, fighting for King Charles at the time of the attack, and the defence was led by his 
wife, Lady Blanche Arundell, in command of 25 soldiers. The siege began on 2 May, and lasted for a 
week before the Parliamentarians forced Lady Arundell to surrender on 8 May. The Parliamentarians 
garrisoned the castle with 75 men, led by Colonel Edmund Ludlow. Henry Arundell, 3rd Baron Arundell of 
Wardour, the son of Thomas and Blanche, brought a Royalist force to reclaim the castle, and by 
November 1643 a tight blockade had been established. The castle was well-provisioned, and it was only 
when the Royalists exploded mines under the walls, creating large holes in the defences, that they 
forced the castle's surrender. The damage to the castle left it uninhabitable, and over 100 years later, the 
Arundell family commissioned New Wardour Castle to be built nearby.

The Battle of Winceby took place on 11 October 1643 during the First English Civil War near the village 
of Winceby, Lincolnshire. In the battle, a Royalist relieving force under the command of Sir William 
Widdrington was defeated by the Parliamentarian cavalry of the Earl of Manchester.

Conflicts in 1644

The Battle of Boldon Hill was a day-long engagement that took place in modern-day Tyne and Wear 
between English Royalists and an army made up of Scottish Covenanters in alliance with 
Parliamentarians from nearby Sunderland on 24 March 1644 during the First English Civil War.

The Storming of Bolton, sometimes referred to as the "Bolton massacre", was an event which 
happened on 28 May 1644. The strongly Parliamentarian town was stormed and captured by Royalist 
forces under Prince Rupert. It was alleged that up to 1,600 of Bolton's defenders and inhabitants were 
slaughtered during and after the fighting. The "massacre at Bolton" became a staple of Parliamentarian 
propaganda.

The Battle of Cheriton of 29 March 1644 was an important Parliamentarian victory during the First 
English Civil War. Sir William Waller's "Army of the Southern Association" defeated a Royalist force 
jointly commanded by the Earl of Forth and Sir Ralph Hopton. Defeat ended Royalist hopes of retaking 
Southeast England and forced them onto the defensive for the rest of 1644. Although less well known 
than the Battle of Marston Moor, in his "History of the Rebellion" senior Royalist advisor Clarendon 
considered Cheriton a disastrous defeat

The Battle of Cropredy Bridge was fought on Saturday 29 June 1644 (9 July 1644 Gregorian) near 
Banbury, Oxfordshire during the First English Civil War. In the engagement, Sir William Waller and the 
Parliamentarian army failed to capture King Charles.

The Battle of Gunnislake New Bridge took place on 20 July 1644 on and around Gunnislake New 
Bridge, a bridge over the River Tamar between Cornwall and Devon, during the First English Civil War.

The siege of Lathom House was a military confrontation between a Parliamentarian army and a 
Royalist stronghold in Lathom near Ormskirk in Lancashire. The first siege lasted from late February to 
late May 1644, when the siege was lifted. The second siege took place a year later from July to 
December 1645. Lathom House was captured and slighted.
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The siege of Lincoln took place from 3 to 6 May 1644, when the important town of Lincoln was 
besieged by Parliamentarian forces under the Earl of Manchester. On the first day, the Parliamentarians 
took the lower town. The Royalist defenders retreated into the stronger fortifications of the upper town, 
which encompassed and incorporated Lincoln Castle and Lincoln Cathedral. The siege ended four days 
later when the Parliamentarian soldiers stormed the castle, taking prisoner the Royalist governor, Sir 
Francis Fane, and what remained of his garrison.

The Battle of Lostwithiel took place over a 13-day period from 21 August to 2 September 1644, around 
the town of Lostwithiel and along the River Fowey valley in Cornwall during the First English Civil War. A 
Royalist army led by Charles I of England defeated a Parliamentarian force commanded by the Earl of 
Essex. Although Essex and most of the cavalry escaped, between 5,000 and 6,000 Parliamentarian 
infantry were forced to surrender. Since the Royalists were unable to feed so many, they were given a 
pass back to their own territory, arriving in Southampton a month later having lost nearly half their 
number to disease and desertion. Considered one of the worst defeats suffered by Parliament over the 
course of the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, it secured Southwest England for the Royalists until early 
1646

The Battle of Marston Moor was fought on 2 July 1644, during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms of 
1639–1653. The combined forces of the English Parliamentarians under Lord Fairfax and the Earl of 
Manchester and the Scottish Covenanters under the Earl of Leven defeated the Royalists commanded 
by Prince Rupert of the Rhine and the Marquess of Newcastle.

During the summer of 1644, the Covenanters and Parliamentarians had been besieging York, which was 
defended by the Marquess of Newcastle. Rupert had gathered an army which marched through the 
northwest of England, gathering reinforcements and fresh recruits on the way, and across the Pennines 
to relieve the city. The convergence of these forces made the ensuing battle the largest of the civil wars.

The Battle of Montgomery took place during the First English Civil War of 1642–1646. On 17 
September 1644, a Parliamentarian force commanded by Sir John Meldrum advanced to engage a 
Royalist army led by Lord Byron which was besieging Montgomery Castle in mid Wales. The battle was 
fought the next day. After the Royalists gained an initial advantage, the Parliamentarians counter-
attacked and destroyed Byron's army. The Royalists retained a presence in North and Mid Wales after 
their defeat, but could not again gather a field army in the region until the end of the civil war.

The Battle of Nantwich was fought on 25 January 1644 in Cheshire during the First English Civil War. 
In the battle, Sir Thomas Fairfax in command of a Parliamentarian relief force defeated Lord Byron and 
the Royalists. The Parliamentarian victory halted a series of Royalist successes in the area and was a 
major setback to King Charles' planned military campaign for 1644.

The Relief of Newark (21 March 1644) was a Royalist victory. It was a personal victory for Prince 
Rupert, and it resulted in the Royalists holding Newark-on-Trent until very near the end of the war.

The Second Battle of Newbury was a battle of the First English Civil War fought on 27 October 1644, 
in Speen, adjoining Newbury in Berkshire. The battle was fought close to the site of the First Battle of 
Newbury, which took place in late September the previous year. The combined armies of Parliament 
inflicted a tactical defeat on the Royalists, but failed to gain any strategic advantage.

The siege of Newcastle (3 February 1644 – 27 October 1644) occurred, when a Covenanter army 
under the command of Lord General Alexander Leslie, 1st Earl of Leven besieged the Royalist garrison 
under Sir John Marlay, the city's governor. Eventually, the Covenanters took the city of Newcastle upon 
Tyne by storm, and the Royalist garrison who still held castle keep surrendered on terms. This was not 
the first time that Newcastle upon Tyne had changed hands during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms. The 
Scots had occupied the city during the Second Bishops’ War in 1640.

The Battle of Ormskirk was fought on 20 August 1644. It was a decisive victory for the Parliamentarian 
force commanded by Major-General Sir John Meldrum over the Royalist force commanded by Lord 
Byron

After their defeat at the Battle of Marston Moor on 2 July 1644, the remaining Royalist cavalry army 
abandoned the city of York to its fate and retreated over the Pennines. Prince Rupert went to Chester, 
and it was agreed that Richard, Lord Molyneux and Sir Thomas Tyldesley would venture north into 
Lancashire on a recruitment sweep. While there, they were joined by Royalist stragglers including Lord 
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Byron, Lord Goring, and Sir Marmaduke Langdale until they numbered a force of some 2,500 horse. 
However, they were tracked and harried by a force of Lancastrian infantry and horse under the 
command of Sir John Meldrum who finally caught up with the Cavaliers on Aughton Moor (or Aughton 
Moss), on the hill to the south-west of Ormskirk in Lancashire on 20 August 1644.

The Battle of Oswestry took place on 22–23 June 1644 when Parliamentarians led by Lord Denbigh 
attacked and took control of the Royalist garrison in Oswestry, Shropshire.

In February 1644, the Royalist commander Prince Rupert moved to Wales to take up his new post of 
President of Wales. In May of the year, however, he marched with his available forces to Lancashire, 
leaving Oswestry garrisoned by a small force under the command of Colonel Edward Lloyd. At that time, 
the Royalists of the Oswestry garrison were responsible for the control of Wales and the Marches. With 
the absence of Prince Rupert, the local Parliamentarians led by Lord Denbigh and Colonel Thomas 
Mytton decided in June 1644 to take control of the walled town and castle.

The siege of Oxford comprised the English Civil War military campaigns waged to besiege the Royalist 
controlled city of Oxford, involving three short engagements over twenty-five months, which ended with a 
Parliamentarian victory in June 1646.

The first engagement was in May 1644, during which King Charles I escaped, thus preventing a formal 
siege. The second, in May 1645, had barely started when Sir Thomas Fairfax was given orders to stop 
and pursue the King to Naseby instead. The last siege began in May 1646 and was a formal siege of two 
months; but the war was obviously over and negotiation, rather than fighting, took precedence. Being 
careful not to inflict too much damage on the city, Fairfax even sent in food to the King's second son, 
James, and was happy to conclude the siege with an honourable agreement before any further 
escalation occurred.

The Battle of Selby occurred on 11 April 1644 in North Yorkshire during the First English Civil War. In 
the battle, the Parliamentarians led by Lord Fairfax attacked and captured the strategic Royalist garrison 
of Selby under the command of John Belasyse.

The siege of Lyme Regis was an eight-week blockade during the First English Civil War. The port of 
Lyme Regis, in Dorset, was considered to be of strategic importance because of its position along the 
main shipping route between Bristol and the English Channel. Thomas Ceeley and Robert Blake 
commanded the town's Parliamentarian defences during the siege, which was laid by Prince Maurice 
between 20 April and 16 June 1644. At the start of the war, the people of Lyme Regis were 
predominantly Puritans, and the town was claimed by a pair of local members of parliament and 
garrisoned for the Parliamentarians. Most of the rest of Dorset, and the south-west of England in 
general, was under the control of the Royalists. The town, which only had sea-facing defences, feared 
an attack and Blake was charged with its fortification. He established a series of earthen defences 
featuring four forts which completely surrounded the town.

King Charles I ordered the capture of the town in early 1644, and sent his nephew, Maurice, with around 
4,000 troops. The siege was laid on 20 April, but despite a steady bombardment, and three attempts to 
storm the town by ground, the town's defences held fast. Lyme Regis was regularly re-provisioned and 
reinforced by sea, weakening the effectiveness of the siege, and on 14 June, Maurice withdrew from the 
siege in the face of a relieving army led by Robert Devereux, 3rd Earl of Essex.

The siege of York in 1644 was a prolonged contest for York, between the Scottish Covenanter army 
and the Parliamentarian armies of the Northern Association and Eastern Association, and the Royalist 
Army under the Marquess of Newcastle. It lasted from 22 April until 1 July when the city was relieved by 
Prince Rupert of the Rhine. Rupert and Newcastle were defeated the next day at the decisive Battle of 
Marston Moor, and the siege resumed until the city was surrendered on easy terms on 16 July.

The Battle of Stourbridge Heath (26 March 1644) was a skirmish that took place during the First 
English Civil War, in which a Parliamentarian contingent under the command of Colonel "Tinker" Fox was 
defeated by a larger Royalist force under the command of Sir Gilbert Gerard, Governor of Worcester. 
Prelude - In 1644 Colonel Fox, led a raid that succeeded in capturing Stourton Castle. His brother held 
the castle for the Parliamentarians however a Royalist force under the command of Sir Gilbert Gerard, 
Governor of Worcester, was dispatched from Worcester to lay siege to the castle.
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Despite pleas for assistance Tinker Fox received no support from Basil Feilding, Earl of Denbigh, the 
Parliamentarian commander. Fox had no choice then but to lead a relief force from Edgbaston. Fox, 
however, was intercepted at Stourbridge by the Royalists. Fox's forces were bolstered by the addition of 
110 men from Coventry however without support from Denbigh he was in no position to match the force 
fielded by Gerard.

The Battle of Tipton Green was an indecisive engagement fought in the area of Tipton Green, about 
one mile from Dudley Castle on 12 June 1644. The battle occurred when Royalist troops arrived from 
Worcester to break the Earl of Denbigh's siege of the castle. The battle itself was indecisive, as both 
sides withdrew from conflict. This granted the Royalists a tactical victory, as they forced the 
Parliamentarians to lift the siege.

In June 1644, the First English Civil War had been running for 22 months, since King Charles I had 
raised his banner in Nottingham and declared the Earl of Essex, and by extension Parliament, traitors. 
That action had been the culmination of religious, fiscal and legislative tensions going back over fifty 
years.

Conflicts in 1645

The Siege of Bridgwater took place in July 1645, when a Royalist garrison surrendered to a 
Parliamentarian force under Sir Thomas Fairfax.

After their victory at Naseby in June, Fairfax and the New Model Army moved into Somerset, where they 
linked up with the Western Association Army led by Edward Massey. On 10 July, their combined force 
destroyed the last significant Royalist field army at Langport, clearing the way for an attack on 
Bridgwater.

Siege operations began on 13 July; on 21st, Parliamentarian forces stormed the western part of the 
town. Many of the buildings were set on fire, and the garrison capitulated on 23 July; over 1,600 
prisoners were taken, along with large quantities of weapons and other stores. The capture of Bridgwater 
meant Parliamentarian forces controlled a line of forts from the Bristol to the English Channels, isolating 
the Royalist West Country from the rest of England. Fairfax captured Bath and Sherborne, Dorset in 
August, then moved against Bristol in early September, the most significant port still in Royalist hands.

The Battle of Denbigh Green (1 November 1645) took place during the closing stages of the First 
English Civil War. Fought just outside the Royalist garrison of Denbigh, it has been described as 
probably the only action in the North Wales theatre of the war "meriting the description of battle". In a 
last-ditch attempt to relieve the strategic port of Chester, Royalist cavalry commander Sir William 
Vaughan ordered the mustering of around 2,000 men, drawn from garrisons across Shropshire and 
north-east Wales, at Denbigh Green. Before gathering all his forces he was attacked by a larger 
Parliamentarian force under Thomas Mytton and Michael Jones; after a hard-fought action, the Royalists 
were routed and dispersed.

The Great Siege of Scarborough Castle was a major conflict for control of one of England's most 
important stone fortresses during the First English Civil War fought between the Parliamentarians and 
the Royalists loyal to King Charles I. In February 1645, Parliamentarians laid siege to Scarborough 
Castle. For five months, they bombarded it, destroying most of the keep, and engaged in bloody fighting 
before the defenders finally surrendered. This was a significant though not permanent victory. There was 
a second, far less bloody and destructive, siege later in 1648 when the new garrison switched sides. The 
castle finally came under Parliamentarian control in 1649, and remained so until the Restoration (1660). 
(The castle actually changed hands seven times between 1642 and 1648.

The siege of Hereford took place in 1645 when the city of Hereford and its English Royalist garrison 
was besieged by a Scottish Covenanter army under the command of the Earl of Leven. The 
Covenanters were allied to the English Parliamentarian cause and moved to take the Royalist stronghold 
in the wake of their victory at the Battle of Naseby. After a month-long siege, the approach of Royalist 
reinforcements and news of Montrose's victories against the Covenanters in Scotland forced Leven to 
abandon the siege and retreat. However, in December of the same year the city was taken in a surprise 
attack by Colonel John Birch and remained in Parliamentarian hands for the remainder of the conflict.

The Battle of Langport took place on 10 July 1645, near Langport in Somerset. Following its previous 
success at Naseby in June, in the Battle of Langport, the New Model Army under Sir Thomas Fairfax 
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destroyed the last Royalist field army, led by Lord Goring. This Parliamentarian victory allowed them to 
besiege the Royalist port of Bristol, which surrendered in September.

The Battle of Naseby took place on 14 June 1645, near the village of Naseby in Northamptonshire. The 
Parliamentarian New Model Army, commanded by Sir Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell, destroyed 
the main Royalist army under Charles I and Prince Rupert. The defeat ended any real hope of royalist 
victory, although Charles did not finally surrender until May 1646. The 1645 campaign began in April 
when the newly formed New Model Army marched west to relieve Taunton, before being ordered back to 
lay siege to Oxford, the Royalist wartime capital. On 31 May, the Royalists stormed Leicester and Fairfax 
was instructed to abandon the siege and engage them. Although heavily outnumbered, Charles decided 
to stand and fight and after several hours of combat, his force was effectively destroyed. The Royalists 
suffered over 1,000 casualties, with over 4,500 of their infantry captured and paraded through the streets 
of London; they would never again field an army of comparable quality.

They also lost all their artillery and stores, along with Charles' personal baggage and private papers, 
which revealed his attempts to bring the Irish Catholic Confederation and foreign mercenaries into the 
war. These were published in a pamphlet titled The King's Cabinet Opened, whose appearance was a 
great boost to the cause of Parliament.

The Battle of Rowton Heath, also known as the Battle of Rowton Moor, occurred on 24 September 
1645 during the English Civil War. The Parliamentarians, commanded by Sydnam Poyntz, inflicted a 
significant defeat on the Royalists under the personal command of King Charles I, inflicting heavy losses 
and preventing Charles from relieving the siege of Chester.

The Storming of Shelford House was a confrontation that took place from 1 to 3 November 1645. The 
Parliamentarian force of Colonel-General Sydnam Poyntz attacked the Royalist outpost of Shelford 
House, which was one of a group of strongholds defending the strategically important town of Newark-
on-Trent. The house, owned by Philip Stanhope, 1st Earl of Chesterfield and controlled by his son Philip 
Stanhope, and made up of mostly Catholic soldiers, was overwhelmed by the Parliamentarian force after 
calls for submission were turned down by Stanhope. The majority of the defenders were killed in the 
resulting sack by the Parliamentarians, commanded by Colonel John Hutchinson, and the house was 
then burned to the ground. Stanhope died soon afterwards from injuries he sustained in the attack.

Poyntz used his momentum from Shelford to then take Wiverton Hall, another of the Newark 
strongholds, the following day and also began to invest Belvoir Castle. By the end of the month he had 
joined with the Scottish army of General Alexander Leslie, 1st Earl of Leven and besieged Newark, 
which surrendered on 8 May of the following year. With the Royalist garrison having lost 80 per cent of 
its men killed, mostly the Catholics, the storming of Shelford House was a highly violent affair; because 
of this the Parliamentarians declined to use it for propaganda. Equally, the Royalists failed to publicise 
the actions of Poyntz's army because they did not wish to show support for the Catholics who had died. 
The battle has been compared in scale to similar events at Bolton in 1644 and Leicester in 1645.

The Battle of Sherburn in Elmet was an action fought towards the end of the First English Civil War. A 
detachment of the English Royalist army led by Lord Digby, King Charles I's Secretary of State, was 
making a belated attempt to reach Scotland and join forces with the Scottish Royalists. As they moved 
north through Yorkshire, they were pursued by a Parliamentarian force under Sydnam Poyntz. Poyntz 
was unaware of the Royalists' position, and the Royalists took the opportunity to ambush and attack a 
small Parliamentarian detachment at night in the village of Sherburn in Elmet. However, the Royalists 
then mistook fleeing Parliamentarians for their own men and panicked. In the ensuing flight, several 
hundred Royalist prisoners were taken. The Parliamentarians also captured Digby's coach, which 
contained much compromising correspondence.

The Second Siege of Bristol lasted from 23 August 1645 until 10 September 1645, when the Royalist 
commander Prince Rupert surrendered the city that he had captured from the Parliamentarians on 26 
July 1643. The commander of the Parliamentarian New Model Army forces besieging Bristol was Lord 
Fairfax.

The siege of Carlisle occurred when the allied forces of the Scottish Covenanters and the English 
Parliamentarians besieged Carlisle Castle which was held at the time by the English Royalist forces loyal 
to King Charles I. The siege took place in Carlisle, Cumbria from October 1644 to 25 June 1645.
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The siege of Chester occurred over a 16-month period between September 1644 and February 1646. 
In the engagement, Sir William Brereton and the Parliamentarians were ultimately successful in taking 
possession of the city and Royalist garrison commanded by Lord Byron.

Although the siege spanned nearly one and a half years, the degree to which the city was confined 
varied in intensity. Throughout the 16-month time period, conflicts continued to occur between the 
Royalists and the Parliamentarians in Cheshire and during the spring and summer of 1645, the Royalists 
were successful in causing the Parliamentarians to temporarily lift the siege. Ultimately, however, the 
Parliamentarians enforced a total blockade and captured the city.

The sieges of Taunton were a series of three blockades. The town of Taunton, in Somerset, was 
considered to be of strategic importance because it controlled the main road from Bristol to Devon and 
Cornwall. Robert Blake commanded the town's Parliamentarian defences during all three sieges, from 
September 1644 to July 1645.

The Siege of Tiverton took place in October 1645, when a Royalist garrison surrendered to a 
detachment of the New Model Army. Defeats at Naseby in June, and Langport in July destroyed the 
Royalist field armies, leaving them confined to parts of the West Country, and isolated strongpoints 
elsewhere. When Bristol surrendered on 10 September, their last significant position was the port of 
Exeter. To isolate Exeter, the Parliamentarians first needed to capture outposts such as Tiverton Castle, 
held by a garrison of around 200. When their heavy artillery opened fire on 19 October, one of the first 
shots severed the drawbridge chains, and the garrison capitulated.

Conflict in 1646

The battle of Bovey Heath took place on 9 January 1646 at Bovey Tracey and Bovey Heath (about 10 
miles (16 km) south-west of Exeter in Devon, England). A Parliamentarian cavalry detachment under the 
command of Oliver Cromwell surprised and routed the Lord Wentworth's Royalist camp.

After a series of losses for the Royalists in the southwest of England, they had retreated to Exeter and 
beyond. The Parliamentarian New Model Army besieged Exeter, and when a Royalist army was raised to 
try to relieve the city, the Parliamentarian commander, Sir Thomas Fairfax launched a pre-emptive strike. 
He first sent Cromwell to attack the cavalry lodged at Bovey Heath, where they were able to rout the 
Royalists who were not prepared for an attack. Wentworth and most of his leading commanders were 
able to escape, but Wentworth was stripped of command of the Royalist army in the West, which passed 
to the Lord Hopton.

The siege of Oxford comprised the English Civil War military campaigns waged to besiege the Royalist 
controlled city of Oxford, involving three short engagements over twenty-five months, which ended with a 
Parliamentarian victory in June 1646. The first engagement was in May 1644, during which King Charles 
I escaped, thus preventing a formal siege. The second, in May 1645, had barely started when Sir 
Thomas Fairfax was given orders to stop and pursue the King to Naseby instead. The last siege began 
in May 1646 and was a formal siege of two months; but the war was obviously over and negotiation, 
rather than fighting, took precedence. Being careful not to inflict too much damage on the city, Fairfax 
even sent in food to the King's second son, James, and was happy to conclude the siege with an 
honourable agreement before any further escalation occurred.

The second and longest siege of Worcester (21 May – 23 July 1646) took place when Parliamentary 
forces under the command of Thomas Rainsborough besieged the city of Worcester, accepting the 
capitulation of the Royalist defenders on 22 July. The next day the Royalists formally surrendered 
possession of the city, and the Parliamentarians entered Worcester 63 days after the siege began.

The Battle of Stow-on-the-Wold (21 March 1646). It was a Parliamentarian victory by detachments of 
the New Model Army over the last Royalist field army. In the spring of 1646, King Charles I of England 
was getting ever more desperate to hold the Royalist cause together whilst waiting for the long promised 
relief forces from Ireland, Scotland and France. Sir Jacob Astley took command of the Royalist forces in 
the west and began to gather up the remnants from the handful of Royalist garrisons still left in the West 
Midlands to create a new field army. At this point in the war, Royalist morale was low. However, Astley, a 
stalwart of the Royalist commanders and an experienced soldier, was able to cobble together a force of 
3,000. While returning to Oxford he was intercepted and defeated at Stow-on-the-Wold.
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The Battle of Torrington (16 February 1646) was a decisive battle of the south-western and marked the 
end of Royalist resistance in the West Country. It took place in Torrington, Devon.

The Battle of St Fagans took place on 8 May 1648 near St Fagans in South Glamorgan, during the 
Second English Civil War. A detachment from the veteran Parliamentarian New Model Army defeated a 
Royalist force primarily composed of mutinous former Parliamentarian soldiers, and ill-equipped levies. 
Their defeat ended significant Royalist resistance in Wales.

The Battle of St Neots on 10 July 1648 was a skirmish during the Second English Civil War at St Neots 
in Cambridgeshire. A Royalist force led by the Earl of Holland and Colonel John Dalbier was defeated by 
100 veteran troops from the New Model Army, commanded by Colonel Adrian Scrope. Taken by surprise 
in the early hours, the Royalists were quickly overpowered; Dalbier and several others were killed, while 
Holland was taken prisoner and executed for treason on 9 March 1649. Although a relatively minor 
action, Parliamentarian troops were struggling to deal with a series of local risings and victory ensured 
there was no central focus for Royalist groups in the East Midlands.

The Gear Rout was a rebellion in Cornwall against the Parliamentarians following the end of the 
English Civil War. It involved approximately 500 Cornish rebels who had fought during the conflict on the 
Royalist side against Parliamentarian forces of Sir Hardress Waller. After the English Civil War, the 
Parliamentarians increased to fund military installations but many in Cornwall rebelled against this and 
took to arms.

Following the Parliamentarian killing of 70 Cornish Royalists in Penzance on 16 May 1648, the 
inhabitants of Mullion sent 120 rebels, who marched to Goonhilly Downs and then to St Keverne and 
Mawgan, collecting 300 more infantrymen and 40 cavalrymen. There was a battle against 
Parliamentarian forces under the control of Waller which ultimately led to the defeat of the rebels near 
Gear Camp, a nearby earthwork of the Celtic Iron Age that overlooked the Helford River.

The Battle of Maidstone (1 June 1648) was fought in the Second English Civil War and was a victory 
for the attacking Parliamentarian troops over the defending Royalist forces.

In May 1648, a significant part of the Royalist uprising gathered in Kent and Essex. The Kentish 
Royalists assembled outside Maidstone at Penenden Heath with over 10,000 men raised for the Earl of 
Norwich. The force then dispersed to hold various towns for the King including Gravesend, Rochester, 
Dover and Maidstone. Together with the rebellion in South Wales, this gathering constituted one of the 
main uprisings that marked the Second Civil War. The New Model Army had already been split in two 
and the larger part sent under Cromwell to deal with the rebellion in South Wales, leaving Sir Thomas 
Fairfax with a force of only 6,000 men. Fairfax marched on Maidstone with 4,000 veteran Parliamentary 
troops to recapture it from the defending 2,000 strong Royalist force within the town. Most of the 
Royalists were not soldiers, being described as 'cavaliers, citizens, seamen and watermen

The siege of Pembroke took place in 1648 during the Second English Civil War. In the engagement, 
Parliamentarian troops led by Oliver Cromwell sieged Pembroke Castle in Wales. The Castle had 
become a refuge for rebellious Parliamentarian soldiers after the end of the First English Civil War.

The battle of Preston was fought on 17 August 1648 during the Second English Civil War near the 
Lancashire town of Preston between part of a Royalist army under James Hamilton, Duke of Hamilton, 
and a considerably smaller Parliamentarian army commanded by Lieutenant General Oliver Cromwell. 
The Royalists were defeated with heavy losses.

The Battle of Winwick (also known as the Battle of Red Bank) was fought on 19 August 1648 near the 
Lancashire village of Winwick between part of a Royalist army under Lieutenant General William Baillie 
and a Parliamentarian army commanded by Lieutenant General Oliver Cromwell. The Royalists were 
defeated with all of those who took part in the fighting, their army's entire infantry force, either killed or 
captured. The Royalist mounted component fled but surrendered five days after the battle. Winwick was 
the last battle of the Second English Civil War.
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